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LANDFILL LEVY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan � Minister for Environment) [3.32 pm]: I wish to advise 
the house that, as announced in the budget, the state government has decided to introduce a 300 per cent increase 
in landfill levy charges on 1 January 2010 to ensure certainty for local governments. Having received legal 
advice, the government has decided it is appropriate that prior to the proposed 300 per cent increase in levy 
charges taking effect, the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009 should occur. 

The government is confident that the legislation is valid and that it will provide for waste levy moneys to be used 
for both waste-related purposes and for the Department of Environment and Conservation to also utilise levy 
moneys for broader environmental and conservation purposes. Any funding matters will be dealt with by 
government as part of the midyear review process and the Western Australian environment will not be 
compromised.  

The government introduced the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009 into the 
Legislative Assembly on 18 June 2009. The landfill levy, in place since 1998, provides a financial disincentive 
to landfill and encourages the re-use or recycling of waste, which this government fully supports.  

Currently, landfill levy charges in Western Australia are well below those in other jurisdictions�for example, in 
New South Wales the equivalent levy is $46.70 per tonne. Even after the increase, Western Australian landfill 
levy rates will not be the highest in Australia. The low levies have been a major contributor to the low rates of 
recycling in Western Australia compared with those in other jurisdictions; for example, less than 20 per cent of 
construction and demolition waste is recycled in Western Australia, whilst in New South Wales the figure is 
more than 65 per cent. The scheduled levies under the current regulations will continue to apply until 1 January 
2010.  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


